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Whatôs new?

Å Stronger emphasis on vocabulary development, grammar, 

punctuation and spelling (for example, the use of commas and 

apostrophes will be taught in KS1).

Å Editing and proof reading is fundamental to the writing process. Can 

the children spot  their mistake? Do they know what to do when 

correcting? Dictionary skills are key and use of support materials such 

as word mats, thesaurus or key words displayed in the classroom. 

Å Handwritingïnot currently assessed under the national curriculum ïis 

expected to be fluent, legible and speedy.

Å Spoken English has a greater emphasis, with children to be taught 

debating and presenting skills.



S Children are required to learn and apply a very prescriptive list of 
grammatical concepts, punctuation and spelling rules. Our job is 
to make sure these are taught thoroughly and consolidated 
throughout the year so children can confidently identify within 
their work the correct use of a given concept.

For example:

Circle the verb in this sentence: 

Highlight the pre-fix spelling in this sentence:

Add the apostrophe correctly to the word: dont

Whatôs New?



How do we assess writing?

What are we looking for?

Aspect 1-

Spelling

Seeing evidence 

of spellings or 

spelling rules 

applied in 

writing.

Aspect 2-

Handwriting 

and 

presentation

Aspect 3 -

Writing 

Processes
Can we organise a 

text, create a 

character and 

setting?

Proof reading your 

work and offering 

feedback on how to 

improve it.

Aspect 4-

Vocabulary, 

Grammar and 

Punctuation
Can we see evidence 

of punctuation that 

has been taught?

Can children use 

different 

conjunctions to build 

more complex 

sentences?



How do we get there?

SLetôs take a look at some of the 

objectives we use to plan our lessons 

and assess the childrenôs progress.



Vocabulary, Grammar and 

Punctuation Objectives ï
Which year group do they belong to?

I can accurately and appropriately use and understand the following 
grammatical terminology: 

- adverb, preposition conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, 
subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant letter vowel, 
vowel letter, inverted commas (or speech marks) 

- modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, 
dash cohesion, ambiguity 

- subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, 
colon, semi-colon, bullet points 

- determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial 



Letôs take a look....

I can accurately and appropriately use and understand the following 
grammatical terminology: 

adverb, preposition conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, subordinate 
clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter, 
inverted commas (or speech marks) (Year 3)

determiner, pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial (Year 4)

modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash 
cohesion, ambiguity (Year 5)

subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, 
colon, semi-colon, bullet points (Year 6)



Year 3 & 4 

Writing Objectives

Year 3

S - In stories, creates settings, characters and plot

S - Uses paragraphs as a way to group related material

S - When appropriate uses simple organisational devices such as headings and sub-headings

S - Proof-reads for spelling and punctuation errors

S - In sentences children can express time, place and cause using    conjunctions (e.g. when, while, 
so, because), 

adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon, therefore), prepositions (e.g. before, after, during, in, beside) 

Year 4

S - Uses inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech 

(e.g. The conductor shouted, ñSit down!ò) 

S - Proposes changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency

S - Expands sentences by adding detail

(e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict maths teacher with curly hair)

S - Uses fronted adverbials in sentences

(e.g. Before the sun came up, he ate his breakfast.    By the train station, she saw the dog)



Year 5

S - In writing narratives, use what they have learned about how authors have developed characters in what 
they have read, listened to or seen performed. 

S - Uses organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader (e.g. headings, 
bullet points, underlining) 

S - Plans writing by noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 

S - Uses commas to indicate parenthesis

S - Uses brackets or dashes to indicate parenthesis

Year 6

S - In narratives, describes atmosphere and integrates dialogue to advance the action

S - Links ideas within and across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a 
word or phrase, grammatical connections (e.g. the use of adverbials such as on the other hand, in 
contrast, or as a consequence), and ellipsis

S - Assesses the effectiveness of their own and othersô writing, proposing changes to  grammar to 
enhance effects and clarify meaning

S - Correct choice of tenses is sustained throughout writing 

S - Accurately and appropriately uses and understands the following grammatical terminology:  subject, 
object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points) 

Year 5 & 6 

Writing Objectives



What does writing in KS2 look like?

SThe following examples are taken from 

children working at the expected 

standard for Year 3 ï6.



Expected at St Francis in Yr 3

Maleficent is an unusual looking fairy, she has two sharp 

horns and gigantic, fluffy wings. She flys over the emerald, 

bright green grass which glimmers in the sunlite. The rocky 

mountains spralling against the reflective waterfall. 

Next she meets icky, sticky mud trolls who through mud at a 

porky pine looking creature. She was gliding through a giant 

lagoon. After that, she spread her enormous wings out but she 

flies up to the sun. The pond skaters carefully opened up the 

flowers one by one. Quickly, the pond skaters flew across the 

water.



S As Anna woke up gently, her husband Phil dropped his phone!!

S Phil was an adventurous guy, who adored climbing. On the other hand, Anna was a lovely 

and beautiful, yet soft and harmonious.

S The couple had woken up on the side of   Mount Everest, in a tent which they had built the 

previous evening. 

S The mountain was as steep as ever. Gently, Anna peered down to see the tall, green, leafy 

trees below.

S The air was filled with frost as the sun appeared above the horizon. Beautiful flakes of  snow , 

gently floated to the ground. Curiously, Phil looked down and saw his phone as it fell to 

ground and smashed to pieces. Following his eyes, Anna looked down. òWhat is your phone 

doing down there?ò, screamed his wife.

S òOopsó, replied Phil feeling guilty. 

Expected at St Francis in Yr 4



Expected at St Francis in Yr 5
Year 5

Wondrous Crete

Where can you find endless oceans and crisp, sandy beaches? Creteé how wonderful! This unique 
island is biggest island in Greece! This superb holiday get-a-way has many enthusiastic events and 
astonishing attractions that are just at your fingertips. If you would like some quiet time or if getting out 
about is more your thing ïvisit Crete.

The best time to go to Crete is of course the summer. By summer I mean May to June but the not so 
good time is January to March as it is humid and stormy. In the summer, not only the is the weather 
wonderful but the nature too. 

Between all of the amazing weather and nature ïdonôt forget about what youôre going to eat. The 
recommended café and restaurant is Parisa Rakadiko. You can enjoy your warm tasting coffee on a 
morning with a golden sunrise or you can go on a night enjoying a juicy steak whilst staring onto an 
ocean of lights. The delightful desserts are amazing too. 

Of course, there are going to be a few places you would like to visit. There are historical sites, but also 
water sports and parks. One of the most popular sites for tourists is the óCave of Zeusô, as Zeus is one of 
the most favoured gods. If this isnôt relaxing enough, try the quiet beaches away from the busy yet 
spectacular city.  A paddle into the luscious sea will whisk those troubles away.

Make sure you visit these highly recommended locations as they are the smallest but most interesting 
places to go. Donôt worry about visiting everything in time as you can always return!



Expected at St Francis in Yr 6

Within the city of  Barcelona, there are many warrens of  nameless, twisted 

allies, where no footprints are laid. 

Diminutive snowflakes faintly danced their way to the lone pavement that lay 

beneath and glittered like starlight. The sky was a silver ocean, tolerating no 

happiness and nobody wanted to change that, except one ðAlma. 

Her smile was enough to fill Barcelona with glee and her eyes enough to leave 

you with wonderful thoughts. She frolicked carelessly across the cobbled 

pavements, making absurdly small footprints. The thin path was her tightrope; 

she glided across the snow like mist. In the middle of  the stone jungle, lay a 

blackboardéa blackboardéTHE blackboard. Now Alma wasnõt the type of 

child who always concentrated in lessons, but when her teacher regaled a tale 

of  a mysterious blackboard, names written in chalk and missing children, she 

was instantly hooked. It since became her mission to locate its whereabouts. 



Using the proper terms!

S Describing word ïadjective

S Verbs

S Adverb

We need to make sure we using this language all the time but also re-visiting 

what these words mean and giving examples.

This doesn't just apply to their writing but a great way for children to acquire 

this vocab is through their reading book. Can you spot me 3 adjectives on 

this page? Could you think of a better adjective to describe Horrid Henryôs 

behaviour. Can you find 2 proper nouns? 

Glossary in handout at the end.



S

Spelling in the New Curriculum

There is much more emphasis on spelling skills; gone are 

the days when children would learn a list of spellings 

weekly and be tested on these. The curriculum promotes a 

knowledge and mastery of spelling strategies and rules 

which will then be applied in writing. In terms of assessing 

spelling, this element now has equal weighting alongside 

grammar, vocabulary and writing processes. In fact in the 

recent KS2 assessments the percentage of marks gained 

from spelling has doubled. This highlights the importance 

that spelling has in your childôs journey as a writer.



What do we need to be able 

to spell?

There are certain elements that appear in each year group:

Homophonesïwords which sound the same but have different meanings.

There and their, wear and where, weight and wait, right and write. 

Prefixes - added to the beginning of a root word

Un: untidy, il: illegal, dis: disrespect, re: redo, rewrite

Suffixes - word endings which are added to a root word 

Sad: sadness, sadly, help: helpful, helpless

Letter Strings ïwords that contain the same group of letters ïure or ou

Proof-reading



Which year group do these 

Spelling objectives belong to?

S I can spell words with the /k/ sound spelt ch such as: scheme, 
chorus, chemist, echo and character. 

S I can spell words with the sound spelt ei after c such as: 
deceive, conceive, receive, perceive, ceiling. 

S I can spell words with the following endings , spelt ïtion, ïsion, 
ïssion, ïcian such as: invention, hesitation, expression, 
discussion, expansion, comprehension, musician, electrician. 

S I can spell words containing the letter-string óoughô such as: 
ought, rough, cough, dough, through, thorough and plough. 



Letôs take a look....

S I can spell words with the following endings , spelt ïtion, ïsion, ï
ssion, ïcian such as: invention, hesitation, expression, discussion, 
expansion, comprehension, musician, electrician. (Year 3)

S I can spell words with the /k/ sound spelt ch such as: scheme, 
chorus, chemist, echo and character. (Year 4)

S I can spell words containing the letter-string óoughô such as: ought, 
rough, cough, dough, through, thorough and plough. (Year 5)

S I can spell words with the sound spelt ei after c such as: deceive, 
conceive, receive, perceive, ceiling. (Year 6)



Spelling in Year 3 & 4

Year 3 Year 4

Ã Words with suffixes - (forgetting, forgotten, beginning, 

beginner, prefer, preferred, gardening, gardener, limiting, 

limited, limitation)

Ã Words with the i sound spelt y elsewhere than at the end 

of words (myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, mystery)

Ã Words with the u sound spelt ou (young, touch, double, 

trouble, country)

Ã Words with the suffix ïation (information, adoration, 

sensation, preparation, admiration)

Ã Words ending in ure (measure, treasure, pleasure, 

enclosure, creature, furniture, picture, nature, adventure)

Ã Words with endings which sound like sion (division, 

invasion, confusion, decision, collision, television)

Ã Words with the suffix ïous

Ã Words with endings spelt ïtion, ïsion, ïssion, ïcian

Ã Words spelt with ch (Greek in origin) (scheme, chorus, 

chemist, echo, character)

Ã Words ending with the /g/ sound spelt ïgue and the /k/ 

sound spelt ïque (league, tongue, antique, unique)

Ã Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc (Latin in origin) 

(science, scene, discipline, fascinate, crescent)

Ã Words with the /eὤ/ sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey

(vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, obey

Ã Uses correctly the possessive apostrophe with plural 

words (girlsô, boysô, babiesô, childrenôs, menôs, miceôs)

Ã Knows and uses the correct spelling of homophones or 

near-homophones (accept/except, affect/effect, 

ball/bawl, berry/bury, brake/break, fair/fare, grate/great, 

groan/grown, here/hear, heel/heal/heôll, knot/not)

Ã Uses the first two or three letters of a word to check 

spellings in a dictionary.



Spelling in Year 5 & 6

Year 5 Year 6

Ç Words ending in ïable and ïible

Ç Words with suffixes beginning with vowel letters 

to words ending in ïfer referring, referred, 

referral, preferring, preferred, transferring, 

transferred

Ç Words containing the letter-string ough - ought, 

rough, cough, dough, through, thorough, plough

Ç Words with ósilentô letterse.g. doubt, island, lamb, 

solemn, thistle, knight

Ç Use homophones and other words that are often 

confused, e.g. there and their 

Ç Uses further prefixes and suffixes and 

understands the guidelines for adding them 

(e.g. ïate; ïise; ïify) 

(e.g. disï, deï, misï, overïand reï)

Ç Words  which ending in -cious or ïtious, e.g. 

vicious, precious, ambitious, cautious.

Ç Words endings inóalô - official, special, artificial, 

partial, confidential, essential

Ç Words ending in ïant, ïance/ïancy, ïent, ï

ence/ïency

Ç Words ending in ïably and ïibly

Ç Words with the ei after c - deceive, conceive, 

receive, perceive, ceiling



Can be defined as: 

�µ�F�D�U�H�I�X�O��and persistent work or effortô

Our aim is to support and encourage all children to become 

diligent spellers. To check work thoroughly, to spot mistakes and 

correct them. When a spelling is unknown, to know where and 

how we can find it.


